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for general use. A sirup poisoned with strychnine is very
easily prepared and will be found very effective. It is made
according to the following formula recommended by the
U. S. Bureau of Biological Survey: "Dissolve an ounce of
strychnia sulfate in a pint of boiling water. Add a pint of
thick sugar sirup and stir thoroughly. The sirup is usually
scented by adding a few drops of oil of anise, but this is not
essential. If preserved in a closed vessel, the sirup wil} keep
indefinitely." This quantity will poison about thirty pounds
of shelled corn or grain, preferably com. The grain should
be soaked in water overnight and then soaked for several
hours in the poisoned sirup. The dry strychnine may also
be used by introducing a very small quantity on the point
of a knife into carrots, beets, sweet potatoes, entire raisins,
or prunes. Such poisoned bait is then placed carefully in
the freshly open holes, or in the runways. There are many
prepared gopher poisons on the market which may be pur-
chased if one does not care to go to the trouble of mixing the
strychnine as directed.
The use of carbon bisulfide for killing gophers is recom-
mended where the soil is moist and the burrows not too ex-
tensive. In dry soil, the gas escapes too rapidly to make its
use effective. The bisulfide may be poured over a bunch of
cotton waste or other material and this pushed quickly into
the burrpw, which should be closed at once. Since carbon
bisulfide is highly inflammable a very common method of ap-
plication is to ignite the cotton waste after it is placed in
the burrows as deeply as possible; the gases produced by
ignition are poisonous and seem just as effective la killing
agent as the liquid bisulfide. On account of the danger of
explosion to the operator and the liability of starting grass
fires, the use of bisulfide by ignition is not so advisable as by
the former method. Special injectors for forcing the bisulfide